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ART-WORK IN GLASS 



HPHE recent revival, by Dr. Salviarti, of the peculiar glass-manu- 
J- factures of the Venetians of the cinque-cento period, gave im- 
petus to the production of ornamental glass throughout Europe, 
and the spirit of emulation has favourably affected nearly every 
worker in this somewhat unfrequented field of ornamental Art. 

Among modern productions, the etchings of the French " Bac- 
carat Works " have become pleasantly familiar, through the medium 
of finely-executed lamp-glasses and other tasteful articles of orna- 
ment and use. Brocard, of Paris, has executed some very fine 
specimens of opaque enamelling, of various colours, on clear glass, 
and it is probable that the exhibition at Philadelphia, next summer, 
will bring to our notice other similar works. 

The beautifully-engraved water-bottle which we represent on this 
page illustrates the healthful tendency of the present day to bring 
Art into every-day life, where its refining influence will be greatest 
and most keenly felt, and is a worthy example of the engraved glass 
executed with such nicety by the artisans of the Messrs. Webb, at 
Stourbridge, England, who have carried to a high degree of ex- 
cellence this specialty of ornamenting useful glass articles with 
designs essentially artistic. 



The side reproduced here pictures Neptune stemming the crested 
waves with his spirited chargers ; the reverse is embellished with 
a like representation of Amphitrite, and the infants Triton, Rhodos, 
and Benthesicyme, the subsidiary ornamentation being drawn from 
nautical plants, &c, with great accuracy and beauty. 

We have seen complete table services, numbering several hun- 
dred pieces, each of which was embellished with a beautiful device, 
drawn with such delicacy and precision of touch, that every muscle 
of the limbs, every fold of the drapery, even the very features of the 
miniature faces, were as perfect as the impression of a steel die. 

In view of M. de la Bastie's recent discovery of a method of an- 
nealing glass (noticed in the Art Jotimal for August), which prac- 
tically relieves it of brittleness, it is probable that elaborately-deco- 
rated domestic utensils of glass may, in a few years hence, be 
much more frequently used than their somewhat high cost now 
renders possible ; and tankards and other vessels, adorned with 
family legends, will pass down from generation to generation, less 
affected by time and service than articles of metal. 

The bottle chosen for illustration is from the collection of Messrs. 
Tiffany & Co., of New York. 



